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Bio-tech firm opens US headquarters in Medford
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Patxi Lopez, second from right, the president of the Basque region of Spain, watches a demonstration of the blood-testing process at Progenika's new US headquarters at the River's Edge complex. 
By Matt Byrne, Town Correspondent

Spanish bio-tech firm Progenika opened its new American headquarters in Medford yesterday.

Local, state, and Spanish officials attended a presentation and tour of the company's facility at the River's Edge development, which houses laboratory and office space. The headquarters was formerly located in Cambridge.

Progenika produces equipment and provides services for genotyping blood samples in faster, more efficient ways.

The advanced testing can detect changes in a patient's blood chemistry, allowing doctors to predict when some medications stop being effective, avoiding serious complications, said Christine Vietz, director of technical operations at the company.

Patxi Lopez, president of the Basque region of Spain, toured the labs, where company scientists demonstrated techniques that allow them to test more samples faster, and with a greater degree of accuracy.

He was joined by Medford Mayor Michale McGlynn, state Representative Paul Donato, and a bevy of state life sciences officials, who touted the opening as a natural match for the region's density of science and technology institutions that graduate talented, qualified workers.

“Progenika has always seen Massachusetts as the center of excellence in technology and a focus of innovation and science. That was the reason why we decided to establish in the Commonwealth in 2007,” said Progenika co-CEO Antonio Martinez in a statement.

